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Abstract: Bisphenol-A (BPA) is one of the highest volume chemicals produced world-wide and used in the 

manufacture of plastics and epoxy resins that are pervasive in our environment and daily lives. The present 

research was carried out to investigate the effects of two different doses of Bisphenol-A (BPA) on the body 

weight, hematological parameters and patho-physiological changes of kidney in mice. For this study, fifteen 

mice, 6 to 8 weeks of age with an average bwt 27.10±0.5 gm, were randomly divided into three groups (n= 5). 

Group A (control) received only normal mouse pellet while group B and group C received pellet mixed with 

BPA @ 50 mg and 100 mg / kg bwt daily for 12 weeks, respectively. At the end of the experiment, blood and 

tissues were collected and processed for hematological and histopathological examination. Results showed that 

BPA- treated mice caused significant elevation (p<0.01) in weight gain even treated with low dose (50mg) of 

BPA. The mice exposed to high dose of BPA (100 mg) showed marked reduction (p<0.05) in total erythrocyte 

count (TEC), significant decreased (p<0.01) in hemoglobin concentration (Hb) and packed cell volume (PCV). 

Histopathological alterations were detected in the kidneys of BPA-treated mice. In conclusion, this study 

suggested that BPA exerts deleterious impacts on hematological parameters including association with renal 

injuries.  
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1. Introduction 

Bisphenol-A (BPA) is a high molecular polymer compound that generally used in the manufacture of 

polycarbonate plastic, water and baby bottles, epoxy resins, inside coating of food cans and dental sealants 

(Hernandez- Rodriguez et al., 2007). BPA is one of the highest volume industrial chemicals produced and 

global consumption of BPA in 2011 was predicted to exceed 5.5 million metric tons (Greiner et al., 2007). It is 

a pseudo-persistent chemical, which despite its short half-life is ubiquitous in the environment because of 

continuous release (Oehlmann et al., 2009). BPA has been detected in drinking water and food of humans and 

animals due to ubiquity use of plastic products (Michalowicz, 2014). BPA is released by food and beverage 

containers (El-Missiry et al., 2014) and route of exposure is ingestion, inhalation and skin penetration (Rubin, 

2011). The range of BPA levels found in humans is from 0.7 to 20 nM (vomSaal et al., 2007). The perinatal and 

postnatal exposure of BPA to mice may be involved in the development of obesity and/or hyperlipidemia 

(Miyawaki et al., 2007). The risk of developing type 2 diabetes mellitus, hypertension, and dyslipidemia 

increases due to environmental estrogen exposure. (Alonso-Magdalena et al., 2006). Bisphenol-A is targeted at 

multiple organs such as kidneys, liver, spleen, pancreas and lungs (Petteri, 2002). 100g/kg/day dose of BPA can 

cause dilation and propagation of glomeruli and degeneration of epithelium of proximal tubule in kidney. 

(Rahimi et al., 2015). However, to our knowledge there is few researches have done about BPA in Bangladesh. 
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Therefore, the proposed work was carried out to fulfill the following objectives: to assess the effect of different 

doses of Bisphenol-A (BPA) on body weight gain, Total Erythrocyte Count, Hemoglobin, Packed Cell Volume, 

Erythrocyte Indices and histo-texture of kidney. 

 

2. Materials and Methods 

2.1. Experimental animals 

To run the study, mice were purchased from International Center for Diarrheal Disease Research, Bangladesh 

(icddr,b), Mohakhali, Dhaka. Before being mice used in this experiment, they were kept for 7 days in order to 

adjust to the new environment. They were reared in a compartmentalized square wooden cages (9x11x7 cubic 

inches) wrapped with wire mesh under controlled conditions of temperature (26-30) °C and relative humidity of 

70-80% with natural day light.  

 

2.2. Experimental chemical  

Bisphenol-A (BPA) was purchased from Sigma-Aldrich Company, USA and was dissolved in sunflower oil 

(vehicle) as stock before administration. BPA was handled cautiously to avoid the chance to get exposed to it. 

 

2.3. Ethical approval  

The present study and all experimental procedures were approved and performed according to the guidelines for 

the care and use of animals as established by Animal Welfare and Experimentation Ethics Committee, 

Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingh. 

 

2.4. Experimental design 

The experiment was conducted at the Department of Physiology, Bangladesh Agricultural University, 

Mymensingh, from February to April 2018. In this study, total 15 female Swiss Albino mice (Mus musculus) 

aged between 6 -8 weeks with an average body weight of 27.10±0.5 gm were used. The mice were randomly 

divided into three groups, each consisted of five mice. Group A served as control provided only basal mouse 

pellet mixed with sunflower oil, on the other hand, Group B and Group C received basal pellet mixed with 

formulated sunflower oil (as vehicle for BPA) containing two different doses of BPA @ 50 mg and 100 mg / kg 

body weight daily for 12 weeks, respectively. 

 

2.5. Management practices 

In order to keep feed fresh and prevent spoilage, feeds were kept in air tight feed container. The feed was 

supplied three times daily to the mice and fresh drinking water was made available for 24 hours. Cages were 

cleaned regularly. Proper hygienic and sanitary measures were also tightly adopted during the experimental 

period. With the help of a digital balance, the initial body weight of each mouse was measured. Body weight 

was measured at first day and then every 7 days’ intervals until end of the experiment. 

 

2.6. Collection of blood 

At the end of the experiment (12th week), blood samples were collected by sacrificing the mice. The mice were 

kept fasting overnight. Then the mice were placed one by one in an airtight container containing diethyl ether 

presoaked cotton. They were checked for unconsciousness. The mice were taken out from the airtight container 

and blood was collected directly from heart by a sterile syringe. About 1 to 1.5 ml blood was collected from 

each mouse. 

 

2.7. Hematological parameters 

Hemoglobin concentration (Hb conc.), packed cell volume (PCV) and total erythrocyte count (TEC) were 

preformed as per standard method proposed by (Ghai, 2013). The RBC indices measure the size, shape, and 

physical characteristics of the RBCs. It is the size and hemoglobin contain of erythrocytes that can be 

determined by calculating the values obtained from TC of RBC in million/cubic mm, Hb concentration in gm % 

and PCV in %. All of the hematological parameters were done at the Department of Physiology, Bangladesh 

Agricultural University, Mymensingh. 

 

2.8. Histopathology 

The kidney from each group of mice were collected after completely removal of blood by perfusion with 

phosphate buffered saline and kept in 10% neutral buffered formalin for 15 days. The well fixed tissues were 

processed, sectioned and stained as per standard procedure (Banchroft et al., 1996) in collaboration with the 
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Department of Pathology, Mymensingh Medical College, Mymensingh. The stained slides were observed under 

Optika Vision Lite 21 and photographs of the characteristic findings were recorded. Histologically, the 

degenerative lesions of kidney in all groups of experimental mice were graded as mild (+), moderate (++) and 

severe (+++).  

 

2.9. Statistical analysis 

All data were subjected to statistical analysis using SPSS program by one-way ANOVA followed by post-hoc 

Turkey’s test. 

 

3. Results and Discussion 

3.1. Effect of varying concentration of BPA on body weight gain in mice 

Average body weight gain in mice upon treated with two different doses of BPA is shown in Table 1. Mice 

treated with both BPA 50 mg and BPA 100 mg showed that there was significant (p<0.01) increased in the body 

weight of mice at 6th and 12th week compared with the control group respectively. Body weight at 3rd week 

(p<0.05) and 9th week (p<0.01)   were significantly increased in mice treated with BPA 100 mg compare to that 

of control group. The present findings are closely related with the findings of Miyawaki et al. (2007); Newbold 

et al. (2008) and Rubin and Suto, 2009 and they reported that BPA has a great influenced on body weight gain 

by fat accumulation, facilitates gluconeogenesis, adiponectin secretion and adipocyte differentiation. 

 

3.2. Effect of varying concentration of BPA on blood parameters in mice 

Mice treated with BPA 50 mg exhibited no significant reduction in Hb concentration, TEC and PCV compared 

to control group (Table 2). On the other hand, Hb concentration and PCV of BPA 100 mg exposed mice were 

significantly reduced (p<0.01) compared to control while TEC of BPA 100 mg treated mice was significantly 

decreased (p<0.05) with comparison to control respectively. In case of RBC indices, MCV and MCHC of both 

BPA 50 mg and BPA 100 mg treatment group and MCH of BPA 50 mg treatment group showed no significant 

reduction compared to control group (Table 2). Only the MCH of BPA 100 mg treatment group increased 

significantly (p<0.01) compared to control group. The present findings come in accordance with Ahmed et al. 

(2015), Samie et al. (2017) and Yamasaki and Okuda (2012) and they found that BPA induced a significant 

decrease in red cell count, Hb concentration and PCV. BPA may inhibit the synthesis of hemoglobin or lysis of 

RBC or alter the structure of hemoglobin which may affect the physiological functions of hemoglobin (Fang et 

al., 2011; Uluta et al., 2011). Bisphenol-A causes a significant decrease in viability, osteogenic differentiation in 

the bone marrow mesenchymal stem cells and abnormal development in bone leads to production of insufficient 

RBC (Azimin et al., 2013). 

 

3.3. Effect of BPA on histo-structure of kidney in mice 

Section of kidney of non-treated mice showed normal tissue structures and no remarkable changes were found 

(Figure 1). Mice treated with BPA 50 mg showed that hemorrhage in the renal tubules and moderate loss of 

lining epithelium cells of the renal tubules (++) whereas mice treated with BPA 100 mg showed that severe loss 

of lining epithelium cells of the renal tubules (+++) (Figure 1). There are similarities between the renal 

alteration detected in this study and those described by previous authors (Hassan et al., 2012; Yildiz and Barlas, 

2013; Nakagawa and Tayama, 2000). Bisphenol-A has a nephrotoxic effect due to accumulation of BPA toxic 

metabolites and inability of the kidney to eliminate those substances (Sangai et al., 2012; Korkmaz et al., 2010). 

The organization of the urinary tubules and seminiferous tubules of the kidney was found altered upon treated 

with BPA (Roig et al., 2014; Geetharathan and Josthna, 2016). They observed that distribution of BPA at dose 

500mg/kg/day for 15 days caused significant increasing in serum urea and creatinine levels, suggesting an 

impairment of renal function. 

 

Table 1. Comparison of average body weight gain in different treatment groups of mice. 
 

Parameters Initial body 

weight (g) 

Body weight at 

3
rd

 week (g) 

Body weight at 

6
th

 week(g) 

Body weight at 

9
th

 week (g) 

Body weight at 

12
th 

week (g) 

Control 37.2 ± 0.37 39.4 ± 0.51 42 ± 0.45 44.8 ± 0.58 47.4 ± 0.51 

BPA 50 mg 38.2 ± 0.58NS 41.4 ± 0.87NS 44.4 ± 0.51** 46.6 ± 0.75NS 50 ± 0.63** 

BPA 100 mg 38.4 ± 0.51NS 42.6 ± 0.93* 46.2 ± 0.97** 48.8 ± 0.86** 51.8 ± 0.80** 
 

** = Significant at 1% level (p<0.01), * = Significant at 5% level (p<0.05), NS = Not significant (p>0.05) 

  



Asian J. Med. Biol. Res. 2020, 6 (4)    
 

 

638 

Table 2. Effect of two different doses of BPA on hematological parameters in mice. 

 
Parameters  Control BPA 50 mg BPA 100 mg 

Hb (gm %) 8.44±0.12 8.04±0.17NS 7.48±0.10** 

TEC (million/mm3) 7.60±0.16 7.33±0.07NS 7.24±0.04* 

PCV (%) 26.20±1.39 25.00±1.14NS 23.40±0.51** 

MCV (fl) 34.44±1.52 34.08±1.22NS 32.34±0.74NS 

MCHC (%) 32.48±1.27 32.30±0.77NS 32.02 ± 0.80NS 

MCH (pg) 11.11±0.18 10.97±0.13NS 10.34±0.09** 
 

** = Significant at 1% level (p<0.01), * = Significant at 5% level (p<0.05), NS = Not significant (p>0.05) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Photomicrograph (10X) of histopathological sections of kidney tissues of different group of mice 

at 12
th

 week of study. 

 

4. Conclusions 

Bisphenol-A (BPA) widely used in plastic industry is an estrogenic environmental pollutant that may induce 

many hazardous effects. Wildlife, human and aquatic animals are easily exposed to BPA due to ubiquitous 

usage of plastic products. The research findings suggest that exposure to BPA is a risk factor for development of 

obesity, anemia and renal disorders due to increase in body weight gain, decrease in TEC, Hb and PCV values 

and loss of lining epithelium cells of the renal tubules respectively. Data obtained from this work may act as a 

research tract for filling information gaps in regarding to BPA associated health injuries, primarily in developing 

countries. However, further study is required to find out the exact mechanism to lower the health hazards 

associated with BPA. 
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